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Boys don't set out delibarately to
become what we call criminals.
Their assoclations, how =nd where
they play, what they do evenings,
what gort of fun they have—all these

., Bave their influence in determining

what kind of a man a boy is going
to grow up to be;

for the mind as well as for the body.
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manners when the boys come honey-
ing areund; but boye need the atten-
tion of men when th

There must be playgrounds—legal | boys.

playgrounds, if you please—play-
grounds where boys have rights, just
as men. have rights on their golf
links—for boys who have left school
to go to work—boys of from 13 or 14
to 16 or 17 years of age.

In every nelghborhood there is a
boys' gang, or several gangs. They
start outdnnocently enough—there (s
generally a leader, one of the boys
with a bent for leadership. And If

they are chased by the cops, com-

plained of by property owners, taken
to police stations and otherwise
hounded and driven about they are
apt to learn contempt for law and
for order.

. Many of them live in homes where
the air is bad, the food meager and
not the beat, They can't be expected
to stay in stuffy, poorly-ventilated
houses evenings. Nature urges them

_ Into the alr—which is bad enough in

thie crowded cities at best. And when
they get outdoors they have no place
to go except “around the cormer.
They have nothing to do but get info
some sort of devilment that will give
them mental and physical stimuls-
tion.

. By far the great majority of boys
will play fair with the cops, the law
and the property owners if they get
fair play in return. Boys will be half-
wiy decent toward men and women
who are half-way decent in their
treatment of the boys.

~ But many fathers and mothers, old-
er brothers and sisters, treat boys of
the age to which 1 refer as peats,
always in somebbdy's way, forever
botherine their elders. And most of
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1 think boys who have to go to
work sarly in life resent the fact that
they can’t have time for fun and play
like other boys who don't ha

culosis or cancer,

We can't have too many bhall-
grounds or places for athletic sperta.
Boye look upon baseball atars, prize-
fighters and other athletes as heroes
To themi Ty Cobb Is a bigger man

than . President Wilson or Teddy
Roosevelt. And they can learn from
their athletic heroes that they must

be careful of their habits; that they
must gat restful sleep and be careful
what they put in their stomachs if
they want to have a good batting eye.

Thaywﬂllumumpe;nnoeinu:;
much quicker
knowing the uence of intemper-
ance on thelr bodies than they will
learn it through tracts, sermons and
editorials.

and we can’t teach them how to play
unless they have a place to play when
they know how. ) 3

When we teach boys Now o play
we teach them to understand - the

rules of the game sad-Lo lve upto




